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IT2 Practice Examination

The examination will last 90 minutes. There is some grammar which not covered in the course. Don’t worry, this is only a practice quiz and all the material on the Final Exam will have been covered in class.  
Please write your answers on this sheet.

There are 60 marks in total 
Reading (14 marks)
Offshore wind farms to power one in six households in Britain 
Members of ecology groups and representatives of the renewable energy industry heard some very good news this week. The British government announced plans to invest £6 billion in developing wind power. This could create 20,000 jobs and, at the same time, provide energy for one in six households by 2010. The government announced that a second set of licences would be granted to companies wanting to develop offshore wind power. They said that this was part of the government’s plan to generate 10% of the country’s electricity from greenhouse gas-free means by the end of the decade.

The licensing authority hopes to create  6,000 megawatts of offshore capacity. The cost of developing 6,000 MW is expected to be about £6bn and to create 20,000 jobs in the engineering and construction sectors.

The British Wind Energy Association (BWEA) welcomed the news. "We are sixth in the world in the use of wind power behind countries such as Germany, Spain and Denmark, but at the same time we are the windiest country in Europe. We have the best offshore expertise and workforce, and all of this can be used to make Britain the world leader in this new industry," said Alison Hill, a BWEA spokeswoman.

But the organisation also warned that there would be problems connecting remote wind schemes with the national grid. There might also be additional costs because of political uncertainty, and there could be opposition from the Ministry of Defence to plans to build turbines. The BWEA wants the government to confirm recently published government plans for the UK to obtain 20% of its electricity from renewables by 2020.

At the same time as the plans to develop wind power were announced, it was learnt that the cost of decommissioning the country's nuclear power stations could be double the original estimate, costing British taxpayers £3.2 billion. British Nuclear Fuels (BNFL) said that it could not put a definite cost on the decommissioning of all eight plants because it had only worked out the costs for the first two.

Stricter regulations and the fact that the original estimates were made 10 years ago are believed to be the causes of the rapidly rising costs. BNFL originally earmarked £380m to run down Hinkley Point nuclear power station, closed in 2000, and Bradwell, which was shut down last year. It has now been forced to put aside a further £415m. 

Fill the gaps using verbs from the text.

1. The government plans to ____invest_______ £6 billion in developing wind power.

2. This could ____create______ 20,000 jobs.

3. It could also ___provide______ energy for one in six households.

4. The government will __grant____ licenses to companies wanting to develop wind power.

5. The government plans to _____obtain_____ 20% of the country’s electricity from renewables.

6. The Ministry of Defence might ____oppose_____ the plans.

7. It is very expensive to ____decommission___ nuclear power stations.

8. BNFL ________earmarked____ £380m to run down Hinckley Point nuclear power station.
Decide whether these statements are True or False: (Mark T for true F for false)

1. Britain is the windiest country in Europe.         true
2. Britain uses more wind power than Germany, Denmark and Spain.     false
3. Most electricity production produces greenhouse gases.     true
4. Britain is first in the world in the use of wind power.    false
5. New nuclear power stations are being built in Britain.      false
6. Britain plans to use offshore wind power.       true
Grammar and vocabulary






I. Make or Do: There are key words below. Choose either MAKE or DO and put the words together to form grammatically correct sentences as in the example: (8 marks)
My boss/ appointments/ every day    ---  My boss makes appointments every day.

1. You/ back-up copies/ yesterday?

Did you make back-up copies yesterday?
2. He/ complaint/ to the manager.

He made  a complaint to the manager.
3. The virus/ severe damage/ to her PC.

The virus did severe damage to the PC.
4. We must/ something/ help the user.

We must do something to help the user.
5. They/ little progress/ over the last few months.

They made little progress over the past few months.
6. I/ not/ any work/ last weekend.

I didn’t do any work last weekend.
7. It looks like/ you/ mistake in this program.

It looks like you made a mistake in this program.
8. I/ not/ anything/ all day.

I didn’t do anything all day.
II. Identifying errors and correcting them. Each sentence has one error. Find it, mark it, and then write the sentence again correctly. (5 marks)
1. He has been working at the same job since 15 years.
for
2. I was secretly listening to the World Cup finals on headphones while the meeting.
during
3. What is the meaning of software?
What does software mean?
4. You must send in your application until 3 April.
          by
5. The new hardware has not already come out on the market.
                 yet

III. Relative clauses (5 marks)
Complete the following sentences using the word "who" or "which", as appropriate. 

1. In network communications, the only part of the communications process 

 ……which….the user sees is the application layer.

2. The person……who….sent the e-mail forgot to attach the file.

In some of the following sentences you don't need "who/which/that". If you don't need these words, put them in brackets, like this: (who) (that)

3. It was the worst printer (that) I have ever used.

4. The people who work in the computer centre are very helpful.  
5. It was the same virus (that) I had on my laptop.

IV. Time clauses (5 marks)
Link these statements using one of the following words: 

When, as, until, before, once.

Use each word once only and write your answers in the space provided.

	1. You click the mouse pointer on the file.
It is highlighted

	…………When you click the mouse pointer on the file, it is highlighted…………….

……………………………………………………………………………………………



	2. You cannot save a file
You have named it

	……You cannot save a file until you have named it….

……………………………………………………………………………………………



	3. Remove any floppies
You close down the computer.

	…Remove any floppies before you close down the computer …………….

……………………………………………………………………………………………



	4. The OK button has been clicked
The copying process begins

	……Once the OK button has been clicked, the copy process begins….

……………………………………………………………………………………………



	5. The percentage of file transferred is displayed
Your browser downloads from the Internet.

…… The percentage of file transferred is displayed asour browser downloads from the Internet.……….

……………………………………………………………………………………………




V. Giving advice (8 marks)
Your teacher would like to design a website. Choose 4 points from the list below and advise him using complete sentences and suitable language for advice, e.g. "should", "it's a good idea to", "don't". Include reasons for the advice you give. 

· text links

· graphical buttons

· ALT text captions

· site map

· frames

· position and colour of navigation elements

· logical links

· search function

· download time

1…………Avoid frames because they cause problems when the user tries to save a web page.….

………………………………………………………………………………………………

2………It’s a good idea to include ALT text captions in case the user has graphic turned off on his browser….

………………………………………………………………………………………………

3.....You should include a site map to help the user navigate the site.…

………………………………………………………………………………………………

4 .…It’s good to have a search function to help the user to find specific information on the web site…

………………………………………………………………………………………………
VI. Vocabulary – Briefly describe the words below or give synonyms showing that you understand what they mean. IN ENGLISH! (10 marks) 

 For example:

 pros and cons – the advantages and disadvantages of something
1. applet – a small program usually written in Java to be run from a browser
2. plug-in -  a small program that adds functionality to another program
3. object-oriented – programming using "objects" - data structures consisting of datafields and methods together with their interactions - to design applications and computer programs
4. file transfer – copying data from one storage device to another
5. mail-merge – a feature in a word processing program to produce personalized documents from a data file
6. spread-sheet – computer application that simulates a paper, accounting worksheet. It displays multiple cells that together make up a grid consisting of rows and columns, each cell containing either alphanumeric text or numeric values. ...
7. power consumption – the electrical power used by a device
8. record – a unit of a file consisting of a number if interrelated fields
9. file – a collection of records in a database
10. field – a unit of information in a record
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